
 
  

 
Spring 2021 Applied Lessons Listening Assignments 

 

Purpose: We became majors, minors, educators, performers, composers or entrepreneurs 
within the field of music because we are passionate about creating, perfecting and 
listening to music. This assignment is not designed to create extra work in an already 
demanding schedule, but rather to provide a cathartic experience for the busy musician. 
This assignment is designed to help students decompress once a week by exposing them 
to classics, standard orchestral/band/chamber rep., new music, music from other cultures, 
or in some cases, popular music written or produced by noteworthy musicians. By the end 
of each semester, students will have much broader understanding of what is available to 
them. Encouraging students to go further down the rabbit hole in their spare time to find 
what other treasures lie in the great wide beyond of the internet. 

 
Procedure and Grading: Students are expected to listen to one of the pieces listed 
below once a week. They are of varying lengths and genres. Students may listen in 
any order they please, as long as the assignment is completed on time. Each 
assignment is due at the beginning of each lesson. In addition to listening to each 
piece, each student is required to write a short 400 word minimum, 500-word 
maximum document on what they heard and how they felt about it. Students may 
feel free to follow along with a score if they so choose. This is a completely 
subjective assignment with no right or wrong answers. Students may research the 
artist, composer, or ensemble for a greater understanding of how things 
are put together and why things sound a certain way. There will be 12 works 
assigned each semester. 2 additional assignments will be presented with option 
for extra credit. 

 
8.3% for each extra assignment. 

 

 
Number of Assignments Percentage Grade 
12 100% A+ 
11 91.7% A 

10 83.4% B 

9 75.1% C 

8 66.8% D 
7 58.5% F 

6 8.3% x number of assignments (F) 



Orchestral Band Music 
  Samuel Barber-Medea’s Medit. & Dance John Barnes Chance-Symphony No. 2 
  Arnold Bax-Overture to a Picaresque Comedy Aaron Copland-Emblems   

Brahms-Tragic Overture    Dorothy Gates-The Glory of Jehovah 
  Creston-Invocation and Dance   Julie Giroux-Poseidon 
  Mussorgsky/Ravel-Pictures at an Exhibition Roy Magnuson-House Plants in Terracotta Pots 

Hale Smith-Ritual and Incantation  Shawn Okpebholo-Ritual Dances 

Euphonium Soloists Tuba Soloists 
Fabian Bloch-Spot on!    Sergio Carolino-XL  
Gary Curtin-Éire Time Toby Hanks-Sonata    
Roland Fröscher-Music for Euph. & Orchestra Carol Jantsch-Powerhouse 
Bente Illevold-Klangen Fra de Dype Skoger  Howard Johnson-Gravity!!! 
Katrina Marzella-Spotlight Genne Pokorny-Tuba Tracks 
Various-Epic Euphonium Project Tubular-There’s No Going Back 

 
New/Popular Music Film Scores 

  Fiona Apple-Fetch the Bolt Cutters   Soul-John Batiste, Trent Reznor & Atticus Ross 
  Badbadnotgood-III     The Midnight Sky-Alexandre Desplat 
  Mitski-Be the Cowboy     Grand Canyon- James Newton Howard 
  Sault-Untitled (Black Is)     The Mission-Ennio Morricone 
  They Might be Giants-Ana Ng   The Godfather-Nino Rota 
  Eric Whitacre-Hurt     Bombshell-Theodore Shapiro & Regina Spektor 
          
 
 

*Choose a total of 12. Tubists must listen to at least 2 tuba soloists; euphoniums must listen 
to at least 2 euphonium soloists. Everyone must select at least one piece for band and 
orchestra. After that there are no specifications. 

**If selected listen to full album by Ashley Bathgate 

 
 


